


The Companion Series for English Discoveries

The Writing Module
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Introduction to the Writing Module

The Companion Writing Module for the English Discoveries Program was authored by

Dr. Louisa Rogers. It is designed to follow the language development sequence as outlined by
The WIDA Consortium. In addition, it incorporates The Writing Process model used in some
state standards. These standards also entail producing text that is creative, informative, or
persuasive. Of course, description and narration are part of creative and informative discourse,
and comparison/contrast, classification, and cause/effect are part of informative and
persuasive discourse. Some states assess high school students on their ability to produce text
in one or more of these genres. Adult ESOL standards call for students to be able to
communicate, in writing, in real world and job related contexts, and some secondary state
standards also require this ability to write functional text. The Writing Module for English

Discoveries attends to this range of demands.

The Writing Process includes Planning, Writing, Revising, Editing, and Publishing.

Because English Discoveries is a state-of-the-art multi-media program, using the Writing
Process gains an added dimension. By utilizing the program’s capacity for speech recognition
and recording, pre-writing (brainstorming and planning) and revision can be performed not only

in a written format, but in oral and aural modalities as well.

Students can publish their writing samples on the Internet, within English Discoveries, and
receive feedback not only from their instructors, but their fellow students as well. The online
forum also allows students to become part of an even larger group of worldwide learners and
interaction with literally hundreds of other English Language Learners is possible through this

forum.

Creative writing includes but is not limited to expressive and reflective text. It could also be
said it includes the ability to infer, predict, analyze, and synthesize. Informational or expository
writing includes real world, job related, and functional text. It also includes the ability to

summarize, take notes, and write letters.
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Persuasive writing allows for the expression of opinion and effective argument. Many,

however, would argue that is it pointless to delimit these genres as all good discourse

aggregates the three.

The Writing Module provides ample writing activities at each of the 10 proficiency levels
available in its program. The activities offer English Language Learners multiple opportunities
to practice in the genres or combination of genres as well as opportunities to engage in the
writing process. Use all the activities or pick and choose within a proficiency level. Of course,

student writers become more skilled with more occasions for writing.

The WIDA Consortium Language Proficiency Levels

The WIDA Consortium designates five proficiency levels and provides the “CAN DO”
descriptors for each level. English Discoveries has 10 proficiency levels, and although an exact
one-to-one match cannot be achieved between WIDA and English Discoveries levels,

essentially there is the correspondence.

WIDA _ English Discoveries

Level 1, Entering First Discoveries (Let's Start)
Level 2, Beginning Basic 1 & 2

Level 3, Developing Basic 3 & Intermediate 1 & 2
Level 4, Expanding Intermediate 2,3 and Advanced 1
Level 5, Bridging Advanced 2 & 3

For a full discussion of The WIDA Consortium Language Descriptors, go to the
WIDA Consortium web site.
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Student Writings

Students will write their assignments in pdf format and save them. Each assignment will be
numbered (Basic 1, # 1, title of assignment) and put in the student’s individual folder.

In addition, students will be able to post their assignments to the “Internet Forum” for other
students to read. This provides “real” opportunities for almost immediate feedback. The intent is

to create a “community of writers”.

Teachers can receive assignments in two ways. The first is to have students print their
assignments and turn them in as hard copies. The second is to have students email the

assignments directly to a teacher’s email account.

Scoring the Writing Activities

There are a number of rubrics available. Teachers can use whatever rubric they are comfortable
with; however, once a rubric is selected, it should be used consistently, at least through a

proficiency level.

Most importantly, the scoring must take into account the proficiency level of the English
Language Learner. At the beginning to intermediate proficiency levels, language learners will
benefit most from reinforcement and positive feedback, not strict adherence to rubrics based on

numbers or letter grades.
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A Note on Correlations

The first correlation given is the English Discoveries proficiency level and its alignment to
WIDA levels. Each proficiency level of English Discoveries has a corresponding WIDA “Can Do

Descriptor”.

Next, the teacher can look at the English Discoveries objectives as taken from the Scope and
Sequence of English Discoveries. The full Scope and Sequence is attached, but highlights for

each proficiency level are given here.

Note: The “Can Do Descriptors” and the English Discoveries objectives are given for an entire
proficiency level, for example Basic 1. The “Generic English Language Standards” are listed by

individual assignment.

“Generic English Language Standards” are given for each assignment within a proficiency level.
The purpose of the “Generic English Language Standards” listed for each assignment is to
indicate what are generally accepted as middle and high school language arts/English standards.
Each assignment in the Writing Module is designed to meet one or more of the “Generic English
Language Standards”. The instructor can look at an assignment and quickly see, for example,

that a particular assignment calls for practice using sensory language to create description.

Some standards are universal to all assignments, and so they are not listed with each
assignment. Doing so would be needlessly repetitious. All assignments address the following
“Generic English Language Standards”: appropriate word choice, clarity of written expression,
adequate development of ideas in paragraphs and longer pieces of discourse, suitable

organization, and correctness of grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation.

What the teacher has, at a quick glance, is three different standards or alignments to help
plan lessons and monitor progress: WIDA, English Discoveries objectives, and “Generic English

Language Standards”
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Companion Writing Module

English Discoveries: Let’s Start/First Discoveries

Correlation Information

1. Let’s Start/First Discoveries corresponds to WIDA level 1, Entering.
Students can label objects, pictures, diagrams. Students can produce words and

phrases to convey meaning.
2. English Discoveries Level: Beginning/Literacy

3. English Discoveries Objectives:
Students will be able to:

write numbers 1-1000

use numbers to write addresses, dates, time
write the names for colors

write the names clothing items

write the names of different foods

write the names of foods for daily meals

give one word and/or multi-word answers

4. Writing Process Objectives:

Students will plan, write and revise written discourse.

5. Generic Language Arts Standards:
At this level, all ten assignments have the same basic objective. Students will be able
to make personal statements about themselves. They will be able to describe their
physical appearance, write their address and telephone number, tell about their

clothing and what food they eat.

The final assignment at this level is a multi-sentence description. Students will be able

to write a few sentences describing themselves.




First Discoveries and Let’s Start

Activity 1
Go to hitpy free. wi kibow .comiM ake-s-Collsge and see a collage.
Look in magazines and find pictures that tell about you. Make a collage
with tham.

Actvity 2
Meeta Famity
Who am |?

| have a blue shit,.
| ama litbe gid.
lamabiggid.

He is our brother.

Actvity 3
Tell sbout yourself. Say and Record your answers. Wiie your 2 ngwers.

A, lam fest and inches tall.

| live at in

B.
C. My phone number is
0.

My email sddress is

Activity 4
The color | like mostis

WEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEGEGEEGETTEEELGGEEE
WEEEEEEEGEEEEEEEEGEEEEEETTEEEEGGEEE

\Use ihe dofives and color words 1o el about your favonte dothes.
Exampls: my red jacket.

1. 2 3 4.
[Post your answer on the Iniernet Forum. Resd what other students wear,

Actvity 8

€D vorsion: Lat's Start Online version: First Dis coveries

rmarket Shopping
. nd Drnk

Explom and Practics

Activity &
My fevante petis

- . — T
[Bemaiedast Lunch |- Dirnar
dog cat rabibit L
Actvity 7. i
Diescribe yoursalf.
Exampile: | am a woman. | have blue eyes. My hair is brown. | like pets. Activity 8
What do you do during the day?

A

B. Asktwo fnends what the y do durning the day.

C. Complet the chart
‘Write about a friend. Have the friend wiite about you. Read and recond your o

answer. Have your friend Read and Record his or her answer. Are the
answers e same or diferent?

‘What | do during the day.
‘Wit my friend does.

‘What my other friend does.
‘What we do tooether

|

WEEEEEEEGECEEETEEETEGEEEEEEEEEGEEY
UUSSSSEEEEEEEESSEEEEEEEEESTEEEE8TY



Actvity 10
Read & paragraph sbout Barsck Obamsa.

Exampile. My name is Barsck Obama. | live at the White House in Washington, D.C. | am
the Preaident of the Linited States. | am 6 fest 136 inches tall. My hairis black. My eyes
are brown. | wesar 33w, atie and shoss. | ke o eat bacon and eggs. | ke to play

basketball and golf.

‘Winte & parsgraph that tells sbout you.
L A A A A A A e
All About Me
G:é

HEEEEEEEEEEEEGEGETEEGEGEGEEEEEEEE88

SUSTEEEEEESEGEETEEEEE66838388838838¢

EESESEEEEEEEEGEEGEEEEEEETEEEEEEEEEE

More Space for Writing

More Writing Space
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Companion Writing Module

English Discoveries: Basic 1

Correlation Information

1.

Basic 1 corresponds to WIDA Level 2, Beginning.
Student can make lists, produce phrases, short sentences and write notes. They can

also give information from written directions.

English Discoveries Level: lower Basic

English Discoveries Objectives:
Students will be able to: write in the Present and Present Progressive; use pronouns

appropriately, fill out a form and write an informal letter

Writing Process Objectives:

Students will plan, write and revise written discourse.

Generic Language Arts Standards by Assignment

Assignment 1 - Students will take a telephone message - fill out a form.
Students will be able to: record information; write real-world functional text,
for example, telephone messages.

Assignment 2 - Students will write about character, plot and create dialog.
Students will be able to: write about persons, objects, and events; recognize and write
dialog; write expressively, for example, create dialog.

Assignment 3 — Students will write an informal letter
Students will be able to compose an informal, friendly letter.

Assignment 4 — Students will Plan and Write a Report with an Opinion
Students will be able to record information; write a paragraph; state a position or

opinion.




Basic 1 - Writing Activities

Taking atelephone mesaags.
Instructions to students: Gofo
CD version: Basic Online version: New Basic 1(Enrchment)
IListening Liisteni
Eamily
Explore

ng
Family

Listen fo the selsction and take 5 messags for Jeny

Talaghana Messaga

Dt
Tirma
Fram
Massag

2-A. Telling sbout & stony.
Instructions to students: Gofo
CD version: Basic Online version: Basic 1

IListening Against the Law
Mystary My fmry
Read the story and il in the information below.
Mame the people (charace ). What is the setting?
Time Place

B o

WEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEGEEEEEETEEEEEEGEEE
WEEEEEEEEESEGETEEGEEEEEETTEEEEIGEEE

From the Forum resd what other people say. Pick wo answers and tell why you sgres or
dizagres with them.

1. Tihedr oip inion

My cpinion

2 Theedr ojp insoin

My cpinion

2-0. What happens afier the waiter comes to the table?

Mike says, ° -

Susansays, -

‘Winting & Postcard

Instructions to students: Gofo

Onlling vorsion: Wew Basic 1 |Enri chment)
Foading

Roading
Haiti Haiti

Read the Posicand.
The Posicard tells about Roger visiting Haitl.

‘WWhiat i3 your f; placs?

Record your answer.

LListen io it Y ou can record it again to make a change.

UEEEEEEEEEEEEEETEEEEEEEEEETEEEEEEE
WEEEEEEEEEEEEEETEEEEEEGEETGEEEGGEEY

[l

248. Put your anawers in the cinge.

YN
__«'/l

2-C. Pick one of your answers fom above and complete he senienca. You Can Wiite more
zentences.

Tha paopia am moating ot tha oy

Use the Sound Recorder and recond the answer.

Goto the English Discovenss “Intamet Forum”. Wite (post) your resson why the peopls
are meeting &t e restaurant

Winte & message o & fiend. Tell your fiend about your fEvonte place. Use Rogers
postcard &5 & model.

Diear

‘Winting & Report

Instructions to students: Gofo

Onlline version: Hew Basic 1 (Enrichment)
R

:me
Explore

Before you read the story. fill in the chart and ten read the siony.

Winat | Know What | Wantto Find Ouwt

After reading the matenal, what did you find out?

‘Whiat do you think is happening to the maoney?
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Companion Writing Module

English Discoveries: Basic 2

Correlation Information

1.

Basic 2 corresponds to WIDA Level 2, Beginning.
Students can make lists, produce phrases, short sentences and write notes. They can

also give information from written directions.

English Discoveries Level: Basic

English Discoveries Objectives:
Students will be able to: write in the Simple Past, use Modals, use comparative adjectives,

fill out a form and write an informal letter

Writing Process Objectives:

Students will plan, write and revise written discourse

Generic English Language Arts Standards
Assignment 1: Write an informal letter
Students will be able to write a paragraph with supporting details, write real-world
functional text, for example, informal letter
Assignment 2: Locate and record information
Students will be able to accurately record information from primary and/or secondary
sources,
Students will be able to take notes
Assignment 3: Write a description
Students will be able to write description with sensory details,
Students will be able to use descriptive details
Assignment 4: Write a narration
Students will be able to write about events (narrative), students will be able to

sequence events (plot), write about characters




Basic 2 - Writing Activities

-

Winiting a Letter.

Instructions to students: Gofo

Online warsion: Wew Basic 2 {Enri chment)
Liistening

[Listening
Drama [Drama

Listen and Resd the script.

In Basic 1, you leamed o wnite & posteard to & friend. Postcards are similar to fiendly or
personal letters. Of course, letters are longer than posteands, so you can write maore, include
muoire informaton, than you can in & posteard.

fhe Hesding, Gresting, Body, Closing and Signature. The disgram below shows the pars. On
the next page there is an explanation of each part

h—— Headimg
Gretng —m —

Body —

UEEEEEUEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEETEY

Noiice the gresting is on the left side of the letter, all fhe way over at the left mangin.
Skip & space before startng the body.

Body
Thhe body is whians you wits what you wiant 1o 58y, The body can be &3 long or &3 shant &3 you
want. Each paragraph is indented free spaces.

Closing

You can end or dose with: Sincerely, Best, Regands, Love, Your fiend. Notce that you
capitsize only first word in the cosing. Also, use two spaces betwesn the end of the body and
the closing.

Notice the dosing is to the right, lined up with the heading.

Signature
Your name.

IMow pretend you are Datgy. Wiite & letier o your sisier i2ling her you want io take her
Iboyfriend away from her. Also, tell her wihy you want to do this.

WEEEEEEEECEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEGEEEELTEE

Here is e format for fiendly or personal lstter. The fiendly or personal letter has fve (5) parts:

QBES NW 49 Drive

Yo el 2ciinns |
Heading— oo, sumzw) Oleta, VA T5490
(Curmnt date. Moot dag. year])  July 12, 2000
J 4 Loavions space betwaan e heading s the gReting.
Diear Y, Greeting M gefing s folcwd by & Comma | A COTma ok ik Tis.)
W Liiwd Ol 30000 Dot el (Bl QP i) el W sy
Body | just got back from my vacation in Miami. | can't believe how much fun | had. | went to the
Ipesch everyday, but just for & few hours. | had o be careful because the sun is very strong. |

didn't wiant to get a sunburn. | also went Metro Zoo, Pamaot Jungle, Calle Ocho, the Port of
Miami, and | rode on the Metro-Rail.
‘ e Lot 00 50 aed babwdan pagraphs.

Nighttime in Miamiwas temmfic. The vanety of restaurants made it impossible to sample all
e different knds of foods. | tned Cuban, Peruwan, Thal, and Indian food. My favonte was a
littie restaurant whene | had Carviche mannsted shnmp.

W Lawws one spacs bebwsan pasgraphs.
‘Well thafs all for now.
Lo tven SpBoas Datwdsn (ha Bo oy and Clusing.

Qosing —— Yourfriend,
‘ W Lawwsons spacs Clesing and Signaturs
Signature —p Sally
Things to Remember
Heading
This i3 atso called the retum address. Put your sddress here. Of course, if the person you are

winting o already knows your address or you use stationary with your name and address printed
on it, you donot have to use e heading.

Special Mote: Wihen you wiite sddresses, make Sure you Use & comma between he name of the
ity and the name of the stete. The third line of this section is for the date. Write the date, month
day and year. Use & comma after the day.

Matica the heading and date are on he night side of the letier. You can begin this section a litle

muare than haf way on e pege.
Greeting
Skip a line before e gr . Theg '3 i3 usually “Dear”, but you could start with
Hiaor Halia. Thanmammaofmpusmywmmn
Oither examples of Grestngs:
Dear Lynette,
Hi Lymeite,
Halio Lynette,

Dran't forget to put the comma after the person’s name.

WEEEXEEEEUEEESEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEY

Sending the letter.

&
&
:
=
%
%
s
:
;

Tosand your lstier you will have o put it inan envelope. The envelops must have your nams
and address and the name and address of the person o whaom you are sending it It must also
have the comect postage on it. See the disgram below.

The address, in the meddle, is the name
and address of the parson to whaom you
T

Retumn sddregs —#

Your name ‘E:m"g-
Strest Address p— :
City, State Zip —_— [ Lymette Acer

27 Tresline Cirde

Bristol, South Carolina 45001

The retum address is the same on e you used in the heading of your letter. However, put your
name on the emelope. Notice that the retum sddress is an the left mangin.

Questions and Answers
Instructions to students: Gofo
€D version: Basic 2 Online version: New Basic 2 |Enrichment)
LListening Listening
3 Cuiz
Explore Explore
Listen and Read the script.

Barbara got the ight answer. What was the question?

Here i3 & questaon faryou. Canyou find informaton about the Indian Ocsan?
Goto the Intemst and ook up the Indian Ocean.  Find thres facts and wite them bealow.

1 Famﬁmutha
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Companion Writing Module

English Discoveries: Basic 3

Correlation Information

1.

Basic 3 corresponds to WIDA Level 3, Developing.
Students can produce simple expository and/or narrative texts. Students can compare

and contrast information, and they can describe events, processes, and procedures.

English Discoveries Level: Post Basic

English Discoveries Objectives:
Students will be able to use Past Progressive, the Future, Clauses (adverb and noun)

modals, adverbs.

Writing Process Objectives:

Students will plan, write, and revise written discourse.

Generic Language Arts Standards
Assignment 1: Write dialog.
Students will be able to write dialog and plot.
Students will be able to write creatively.
Students will be able to write for intended audience.
Assignment 2: State a position and support it
Students will be able to write persuasively.
Students will be able to use hyperbole, emotional appeal, and persuasive word choice.
Assignment 3: Write a paragraph with a topic sentence and supporting details.
Students will be able to write informational/expository text.
Assignment 4: Write a letter.

Students will write for real-world situations. Students will compose a formal letter.
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UGEEEEEEEUEEEEETEENEEEGETEEEEEEETEY

-

!

Basic 3 - Writing Activities

Hospital Adventures
Instructions to students: Gofo

Listening Listening
Drama [Drama

Listen and Read the soript.

You are going to write tomomow's episode of "Hospital Adventures”.
|Pla nining:
‘Whiat do you think will happen to Chad ?

Wil he get well?

‘Willl ha gst his memory back?

Does he have healin insurance?

‘Something slss?

Use the four characters from the drama (Chad, Maongan, Friend, and the Doctor) and the
namsior to tell what happens in your episode . They can apeak in any onder you want.

‘Whatthe characer says

1
1

‘Would you recommend this resteurant io a fiend? Why! Wy nof?

Y'ou are going towrite a restaurant review. Follow the format of Gore's review and use
lots of specific details and examples. |f you liked the restaurant, persuade people to eat
there. If you did not like e restaurant, persuade people not o est there.

Hedlo Listensrs,

This is wath another restaurant review.

[Poat your review on the “Intemet Forum® and read the feedbadk you get from others.
Read and comment an wo revews.

R R

WEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESESEEETEEEEEEE

UEEEEEEEEUEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

>
>
< >
>

e

Aak a few classmates o play the different characters and record the dialog.
LLizten toit. Are there any changes you want to make?

[Publish your next episods of “Hospital Adventures” on the “intemst Forum®.
Read afew other episodes hat are posted. Comment on them.

Food! Food! Food!
Instructions to students: Go fo

Listening ILiisteni ngy
Food Eating Out
Listen and read the scnpt
Pre-writng
Did Gore May like the Prima Vera R 14

Think of & restsurant you ate inrecenthy. What was the name?

‘Wihat kind of food did they serve?

D o ik the food?

Get an Educaton!
Mini Lesson:

Lefs make a paragraph together. A paragraph has free main pars: a opic sentence,
detzils, and & concluding senience

LLef's use the topic FITNES & for our example.

Brainstoming:
The first step is called Brainsioming. Brainstorming is thinking of eventhing you can about
your iojpic and fhen witing them. We will practice by putting our ideas into & graphic
organizer, but you can make alist f you weah.
Graphic Organizer

Frimess

Fitne ss/Exercise- gym, walking, bike riding, stretching

Diet — calones, fats, carbohydrates, protein — weight controlf health

Heslth — maore enerngy, kess iliness, Ive longer

Try adding some ideas of your own. Add as many specifics as you can.

Toplc Sentence
INowi it is tme 1o create & TOPIC SENTENGCE. Tmmmummi&l
sentence in & paragraph. [t tells your re aders what your wall di
Here are a few posaible topic sentences hat come fom our brainstorming.
Staying fit is important for good health.
Exercizing can take many different forms.
The best kind of exencise is bike nding.
A diet high in carbohyd raies is not good.

Motice that these fopic sentences show the readerwhat the parsgraph that follows each
one will discuss.

‘We will use the first one, Staying fit is impaortant for good heslth, for our sxampls.

Detalls
The next step is ip add some detail — specfics or examples. Go badk to the brainsio ming
graphic onganizer or fink of new ideas.

Here is what fhis paragraph looks like with 2 fopic sentence and details.

Slngmg fit is important for good health. Exsrcise helps control weight Exercise also helps
duce cholesterol. ghes penple morne energy, and Research shows that
pmmmﬂmmmmm

Add anofher sentence of yourown.
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Companion Writing Module

English Discoveries: Intermediate 1

Correlation Information

1.

Intermediate 1 corresponds to WIDA Level 3, Developing.
Students can produce bare-bones expository or narrative text. They can describe

events, people, processes, and procedures.

English Discoveries Level: Post Basic

English Discoveries Objectives:
Students will be able to use reflexive pronouns, present perfect and relative clauses.

They will write reports, ads and directions.

Writing Process Objectives:

Students will plan, write, and revise written discourse.

Generic Language Arts Standards

Assignment 1: Description with details
Students will be able to: use descriptive details; communicate information purposefully
that meets the needs of the intended audience; write a topic sentence with descriptive
details; write a descriptive paragraph.

Assignment 2: Write a report
Students will be able to: write descriptions; will be able to communicate information
purposefully that meets the needs of the intended audience; write a topic sentence
with supporting details; write an expository paragraph.

Assignment 3: Write an Ad with descriptive details

Students will be able to: write a descriptive paragraph; write a topic sentence and develop a paragraph;
write to persuade.
Assignment 4: Write Instructions (process/procedure)

Students will be able to: write informational/expository discourse; write procedures; write directions or
instructions.




WEGEEEEEEGEEESEEEEEEEGEGEEEEEEEEEEE
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Intermediate 1 - Writing Activities

The Perect Job
Instructions to students: Gaofo
€0 version: Iniermediate 1 Onliine version: Intermediate 1
LListon:

ing AtWark
ine rvies
Explora Explare

‘Waich the video. How could Karen help Bob Johnson?

Think of the perfect job. What is it?

The job tide is

The responsibilities are
The job pays
| meed the following skills to do this job:

| need the following educationfraining to do this job:

Writing abouwt my perfect job.

Exampils

My perfect jobis teaching. Teachers nesd a college degree. High school teachers hawe
o major in a subject such as English or math. Ek y school ieachers majorin
education. Teachers also have o do student teaching . Most staies require eachers o
have a license. The average starting salary is $36 000 & year.

The Westher.

Complete the Chart
Temperature
‘Windy or calm

Yesterdsy Tomomow

Today

Sunrize

Sunzet

Witz & weather report. Use the information from the chart

S A A A 4 g L UL L L L g e et s
TFV VIRV PVF PRI PV PV RY Y VR PRV R PP PR PRV RVE Y

My Weather Report

Go o the “Intemet Forum™ and resd other students” westher reports. Guess where they e
from their westher report.

Instructions to students: Gofo
€D version: Intermediate 1 Online version: Hew Intermediate 1 |Enrichment)
Listening Listening

Ad Ad
Explara Explara

Listen to the “Ad"

EESEEEEEEGEEEFEGSEGEEEEEETEEEEEEEY

EESESESEEEEEGEEGEEETEEGTEEGEEEEEEE

'Wirite a paragraph that describes your perfect job. Describe your
will do). How much will you eam? What fraining and education do you need for this job?
Make your perfect job sound sftractive and inferesting.

ies (what you

My Perfect Job

Wirile & Weather Report
There are two articles to read.
Instructions to students: Gofo

€0 version:  Inlmrmediate 1 Gnline version: Intermediate 1
Listening Bad Wea ther
Woather Weather

C0 version: Ininrmediate 1 Online version: Intermediate 1

Raading Biad W ther
Waather Roport Woathar Warning
Explora Explora

Listen and Read both selections.

Use (Radio) Weather and (Reading) Weather Waming as examples.

Make = list of the wesather words you will use to write sbout the westher wherne you live.
Cloudy

Pretend you are opening a vacation camp similar to Bucklands Holiday Camp. 'What will
you affer to get people to come?

Give your vacstion camp & name

Think of three activites people would like.

'Write an Ad that convinces people to visit your vacation camp. Use the Budklands Ad as &
madel. Incude the price, when the camp is open, some adtivities, where it is and anything
else you think is important (Can people bring their children? Can they bring their pets?)

|
|

[Put your Ad on the “Iniemet Forum”™. Doss amyone want to visit your camp? Are you
interested in visiting anyone else’s camp?
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Companion Writing Module

English Discoveries: Intermediate 2

Correlation Information

1. Intermediate 2 corresponds to WIDA Level 3, Developing and WIDA Level 4, Expanding

Level 3, Students can produce simple expository and/or narrative texts. Students can
compare and contrast information, and they can describe events, processes, and

procedures.

Level 4, Students can summarize information, create original ideas and detailed responses

English Discoveries Level: Intermediate 2 (Lower Intermediate)

English Discoveries Objectives: Students will be able to use Past Perfect and Conditionals.

Students will be able to write reports and letters.

Writing Process Objectives:

Students will plan, write, and revise written discourse

Generic Language Arts Standards
Assignment 1: Find information for a comparison/contrast.

Students will write a comparison/contrast paragraph.

Students will record information from primary and/or secondary sources.

Students will write informational/expository text and be able to use visuals.
Assignment 2: Write a memo.

Students will be able to write opinion and support it with specifics.

Students will be able to differentiate fact and opinion.

Students will be able to write “real-world, job-related” documents.
Assignment 3: Write an ending to a fictitious story

Students will write expressively using narration, description, dialog, and emotions.
Assignment 4: Write instructions/advice.

Students will write procedures/process. Students will write detailed directions.




Intermediate 2 - Writing Activities

1. AFaoreign Affair

Instructions to students: Gofo

GO wersion: intermadiate 2 ‘Onliing vorsion: intsrmadiae 2
aading
A Forsign Affair

Explore

Resd, “A Foreign Affair®

Thinik 2 howt wihast Melanis s going 1o do? Decide whst will happen?

‘Winte the ending o this story. You can wiite the ending &3 eifer & dislog or & namative

{stany). if you write & dislog, you can choose whatever Characisrs you want

For example:

Melanie agys:

me
AForsign Affair
Explom

Foreign Minister's wife says:

el zays:

Or o could wiits two namsthe parsgre phs tling what hep pens next.

WUSEGEEESEEGEGEEEEESEGEEEEEEEEEEEE
i T )

Here iz &note on punctuston. Transtions or signal words are usually separated from the
senience with a comma. If the transition is at the beginning, use one comma afterit.

If the Tanaition is in the middie, use two commas, one before and one after the transiton. The
exoeption io this is the word also. You do not ususlly use the commas with also in the middle.

Yiou can look &t e sxampls again.
A dist hagh in saturated fat also causes hean disease.
If the ranaition is at the end of 3 sentence, put a comma before the ranstion.

M&mmmmnm.h&mmmdhmmmudm.

Transtions for giving examples
for example, for instance, to ilustrate, inother wonds, in particular, specfically

This example is from the reading, Buyer Be Ware. “For example, do you want an sutomate
gearshif™?

The “for example” Ibe moved around in the senience.
2 al gte g : o a7

Notice the placement of the commas.

Finglly, {also & ransition) here is 8 kst of transtions you can wse to conclude or summarnzs your
fhoughts.

Transtions to Conclude
therefore, finslly, thus, consequently, inconclusion, 53 & result, lasty

LLet's try adding transitions or signal words to & short paragraph.
Instructions for making & pesnut butier and jelly sandwich

Leaming how to make an excellsnt peanut butter and jelly sandwsch can be alot of fun. Yo will
meed & jar of peanut butter, & jar of jglly, or jam and two slices of bread. Most people use whits
bresd, but you can use any kind of bread you like. Put the two pieces of bread on a plate. Open
fthe peanut butter and jelly jars. Spread the peanut butter on one slice of bread. Spread the jely
or jam on fop of the peanut butier. Take e other slice of bread and put it on fop of the peanut
butter and jelly or jam.

EEEEEECEUEEEEETEEEETEEEEETEEEEEEE

UUEEEEEEEEEEESETEEEEEEEEEEETEEEEEEEY

WUEEEEEEEGEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Share your ending to “A Foreign Affsir® on the “Intemet Forum”. Resd what ofher students
say about your ending. Make comments on at least two other endings.

2. Buyer Bewars!
Instructions to students: Gofo

€D vorsion:  Intermeadiate 2 Online version: Intenmedae 2
Ruading
Buying a Usad Car
Explors

Read “Buying & Used Car®

Mini Lesson:

Transitions or Signal Words.

‘Whiat are Transtions or signal words? These special words ket e resder know that e ideas
youwnite are linked to each other,

Elrst, kook back at the reading “Buyer Be Ware”™. Next, look at e exampls from the reading.

| “Mext, decide what kind of car you have in mind.”

Did you notice e ranstions or signal words in the directions to you? First, Next. Those words
show the relationship betwesn he ideas. First and next tell you 1o follow the instuctions in &
particulsr onder.

Below is a list of transitons st can be used to a0d information. They can also be usedito
indicate time order, as in

Traneitions for & dding | ndormation
next, and, in addition, furthermore, besides, too, also, another, afterward, equsally imporiant,
E&gain, once, ususlly, soon, first, second, third, 1ast, lasthy, finally.

Let's book 5t gnother sxsmpls using & ranstional word from this list. Did you notice the use the
ranstional word, another?

Alao, heart disesse is caused by esting a dist high in satursted fat. or
A diet high in saturated fat also causes heart disease.

Did you notice fhe ranstion another can be st fhe beginning of the sentence or in the middie?

Here is another example. Viegstshles, too, ans very good for you.
‘Yegetables are very good for you, too.

LLet’s see whiat this kooks like with transitions or signal words.

Leaming how to make an excellent peanut butter and jelly sandwich can be alot of fun. First,
youwill mesd & jar of peanut butter, & jar of jelly, or jam and two slices of bread. Most people
use white bread, for example, but you can use any kind of bresd you like . Second, put the two
pieces of bread on a plate. Open the peanut butter and jelly jars, next. Third, spread the peanut
Ibutter on one slice of bresd. Afterwand, spresd the jelly or jam on top of he peanut buter.
Lastly, take the ofer shoe of bread and put it on top of the peanut butter and jelly ar jam.

[N, o try wnting & cond uding sentence for this paragraph that has a transition or signal word
init

‘Wihan you have finished, you are resdy to wiite the one paragraph on buying a cell phone. Uss
ihe transitons from this mini lesson.

if you wish, you can downlosd & picture of & cell phone and put the picture in your sdvice
paragraph.

Read your sdwes to the class.

‘Whist resction and feedbeck did you get?

LListen o ofher students’ sdwce, and give them feedback
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Companion Writing Module

English Discoveries: Intermediate 3

Correlation Information

1.

Intermediate 3 corresponds to WIDA Level 4, Expanding.

Students can summarize information, create original ideas and detailed responses.
English Discoveries Level: Intermediate 3 (Intermediate)

English Discoveries Objectives:

Students will be able to use Past Form Modals, Conjunctions, and more Relative Clauses.

Writing Process Obijectives:

Students will plan, write, and revise written discourse.

Generic Language Arts Objectives
Assignment 1: Write a report
Students will write cause/effect discourse.
Students will write multi-paragraph reports.
Assignment 2: Write an informal letter
Students will write pro’s and/or con’s, give an opinion and support it.
Students will write to meet the needs of an intended audience.
Assignment 3: Write a narrative
Students will write expressively and use sensory description.
Students will write a narrative about real events.
Assignment 4: Write a formal letter
Students will write for real-life situations.
Students will write to the needs of an intended audience.

Students will state a position and support it.




Intermediate 3 - Writing Activities

P Pr Pr |

There are two articles to read

Instructions to students: Gofo
CD version: Intermediate 3

Online version: inrmediaie 3

IListening Problemes at Work
Mo Hows
€D version: Intermediate 3 Online version: Inrmediaie 3
[Listening Sports and Fitness
Sports
Explore Explom

Read both artcles.

‘Whiat is causing the workers st Solid Stesl Corporation to walk out of their jobs?

‘Whiat caused the Naorth Stars o loge the competiton ?

‘Wit do you think causes homelessness? You do not have to focus on the elderdy.
Think of any group that is homeless. List five causes of homelessness.

UEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEGEEEGEEEEEE

[Mowy bet's really think about it.

List the Pro's and Con's

Pro's

Should Emily

|Pretend you are Emily’s friend. Wit & letter to her ghing her advice. Should she mamy
Shapper? Whyfwhy not? Wite one h. Explain your poaibon with details, examples,

and specifics.

Share the causes you Wiots with a classmate. Get feedback on your list Listen to your
ciznamate’s list and give fesdback. Make any changes o your list you think ap propriate.

WEEEEEEEEEEEGEEEEGEEEEEEGGEEEEGGEEE

UEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEGEEEGEEEEEE

UUTETESEEES S84 86388388438483383%

e

«

IMow winite your own report on homelesanesa. Pick two of the causes from your list, and
write 5 parsgraph on each cause. You will have & two-para graph repart when you ans

and details. Also, make sure

finiahed. Make sure your paragra pha have topic
Vou use Whens approp L

[Post your repaornt to the “Intemet Forum”. Read st lesst one other repont and emsail
oommenits about thiat report to the person who wiote it Read the comments on your repont.

Engagement
Instructions to students: Gofo

€D worsion: intermeadiate 3
Listening

Hé.a:r‘mt

Listen and Read Engagement

Onling version: intermedae 3
Couples

‘What does Skipper give Emily?

Should Emily mamy Skipper?

‘Share your letier with a small group of dassmates. What do they think of your sdwce?

LListen o their letiers and give them feedback onwhat they have witien .

A Foreign Affair
Instructions to students: Gofo

CD version: Intermadiate 3 Online version: New inmrmediate 3 | Enrichmeant)
Ra

Reading
Tomomow is Another Year Tomormos is Anothor ¥ ear
Explore Explone

Read the article.

Will Norih A (s continue

w3 New Year's Eve?

‘White a two |paragraph narratve that tells what you ususlly do for Mew Y ear's Eve. Include
descriptive details about where (the setting) and what people are involved and  what they
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Companion Writing Module

English Discoveries: Advanced 1

Correlation Information

1.

Advanced 1 corresponds to WIDA Level 4, Expanding.
Student can: summarize information, edit and revise writing; create original ideas and

detailed responses.

. English Discoveries Level: Upper Intermediate

English Discoveries Objectives: Students will be able to: use future tense, clauses of

result, phrasal verbs; write a formal letter; give opinions

Writing Process Obijectives:

Students will plan, write, and revise written discourse

Generic Language Arts Standards

Assignment 1 Research, Take Notes, and Summarize
Students will be able to: conduct research, take appropriate notes; summarize; write
multi-paragraph exposition/informational discourse.

Assignment 2: Job Application Letter
Student will be able to: write to present information purposefully; write work-related
document, for example, a job application letter.

Assignment 3: Opinion with Supporting Details
Student will be able to: state a position and support with details; use persuasive
techniques. write cause and effect.

Assignment 4: Write a Comparison

Student will be able to: state a position and support with details; write comparison.




» L Find out about the city you picked and the inf into two .
Advanced 1 - Writing Activities Make surs your paragraphs siart with a topic senisnce and have at least four details.
Here is an example.

1. Ressarch, Taks Motes, and Summarnze
Instructions to students: Goto

Topic sentence

€0 version: ML‘:-‘-:-:‘; ﬁh-mamti' Melboume has besn voted one of the most livable cties in e word,
Traval Travel Dietada:
Eaplors Eepla It has a blend of contemporarny and Victorian architecture.
Yiou now know something about Ausiralia’s "Outback” which is locaied in fhe cenier of the It has spacious parks and gardens.
oountry. There are many famous cties in Australia that are mostly near the water. Three of It has & very sophisticaied public transportation.
ihe more famous are Sydney, Brisbane, and Perih. Pick ane city you would like o research. It has and many 5, &t galk and theater.
‘Sample paragraph

Go to ey, 00ogle com and googie the city you selected.

Wibhry Fues, Il Tio et vaced or of G ol vaibee cifies in Bhe worldl A Blend of confemponny and

VDS SO D i SRS NS STl & SO Pyl G D,

ol ae” S T (o e il i AU YR, oA e T Pl ' 07 50T S G000 06 RCRDONION Sy T THS
iy WA Pl S 107 st o et A S vl s & (Sl ] sl Br il il i o,
it is i o abcred . Fimadly, Ml Boesmal P Savetend uonivees Bad andan abiendancd of Mo, ot
galind e, and Husater

WMMJW
WV VP rrFr R r rrir rve P ER VPV VPR VYR RV PP FFF PP FFY P

UEEEEEEEEUEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEGEEEEEE
UEEEEEEEEUEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

[Put your summary of an Australian oty on e “Intemet Forum”™. Reed others’ summarnies of

‘Winte a Letierto Kara Moore. Indude the following:
fhe same Gty you picked. How doss your summarny comgarns with theirg?

1. Your rfi NS el iy, and work

Kp

2. Wiy you would be the most qualified persaon for this job

Decide which summary(ies) give the best informaton about that oty Which summany{ies)

are amanged (organized) the best? Your letter is going to: Kara Moore, Publications Offioer

Company

123 Broadway
Mew York City, NY 10087

2. Job application letier
Instructions to students: Gofo
©D vorsion: Advanoced 1 Onling version: Advanced 1
Reading Business Strategies
Requast Request
Explore Explore

Remember to indude YOUR contact information, 5o she knows how to get in touch with
yoiL

Read the letter from Kara Moore o Mr. Morgenthal

“Yiou would like the new position responsible for cresting the youth magazine. From Kara's
letter, list what skills are nesded todo the job. Afieryou heve listed the necessary skills,

winte & letier to kars Moore expressing your intensst in the position and wihy you should be
considened for the position.

Usathe to help fio your thoughts.

Share your letter of apg with your Do they think you should get the job?

Read their applications and descripbons. What is your opinion of their chances for getting
the job they applied for?

UEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEGEEEY
UEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEGEEEE
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Companion Writing Module

English Discoveries: Advanced 2

Correlation Information
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1. Advanced 2 corresponds to WIDA Level 4, Expanding and Level 5, Bridging
Level 4, students can summarize information, create original ideas and detailed

responses.

Level 5, students can apply information to new contexts, author multiple forms/genres

2. English Discoveries Level: Advanced 2 (Intermediate)

3. English Discoveries Objectives:

Students will be able to use and make logical connections and use Participles

4. Writing Process Objectives:

Students will plan, write, and revise written discourse.

5. Generic Language Arts Standards
Assignment 1: Write a letter of apology
Students will be able to form an opinion and support it.
Students will be able to write real-world discourse.
Students will write for an intended audience.
Assignment 2: Write an expository essay
Students will be able to write a thesis and support it.
Students will develop paragraphs from topic sentences.
Assignment 3: Write an Ad

Students will be able to write persuasion (Advertisement).

Students will understand and use persuasive techniques and emotional appeals.

Assignment 4: Write a letter of complaint
Students will write real-world, work-related text.
Students will write for intended audience.

Students will present information purposefully.




UEEEEEEEEUEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEETTEE

WEEGEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEGEEEGEEEEEE

Advanced 2 - Writing Activities

| Apologize
Instructions to students: Goto
€D vorsion: Advanced 2 Online warsion: Advanced 2
LListening Talling the Truth
Romance Romance
Read Romance.
‘What do you think Bobby did?

Write & letier of apology from Baobby to Emily. Inthe letter explain why you did
wihiat you did.

_Dna Emily,

Share your letier from Bobby with a group of students. Whiat feedbad did you get?

LListen to oter students” |stters, and give feedback.

‘When you have finished the introduction, white the fhree body paragraphs wsing the topic
sentences you have crested.

UUSSETVSEEEEGSE368668833883333838348348

WESSEEESEEEEGEEEEEEEEEEEETEEEEEEEEE

Fun and Games
Instructions to students: Gaoto
CD worsion: Advanoed 2 Online version: Advanced 2
Rsading Agresing and D8 sagresing
Funand Games [Fun and Games
Explora
Read Romance.

How dioes Mora feel about compe tition?

Athesis i3 & staiement of opinion.
Here are 5 few examples: Competition prepares people for the real warkd.
Competition i not good for children

[P Lanning:

Now give fhres ressons to support your thesis. Esch resson becomes fhe topic senienos
of & paragraph.

IWot: Each reason will ba the first sentence of a paragraph. Each is called a topic sontenca.

IMowy winte the first parsgrs ph (the introd udtion) of your essay. The thesis is the last
sentence of e infroduction.

Make three copies of your essay.

Form groups of four students, and give each student inthe group an essay. You will
recenve tres essays. For esch esaay, dothe fllowing:
&. Findthe thesis in the essay
b.  Findthe thres topic senences. Each should be the first sentence of 2 parasgraph.
. Findthe supporting details, examples, and specfics for each topic sentenoe.

[Kesp in mind that after you wiite the essay, you will do the following
Discuss the essays in the group.
Did everyone have a fhesis and three iopic g7
Did everyone heve supporting details, examples, and spacifics?
Give each essay back io the person who wrote it for rewigion.

FRevize your 8353y 53 NSCesaany.
Call Me!
Instructions to students: Gaofo
€D version: Advanced 2 Gnline version: Login
S urfboand Commanity
Lagin Magazinas
€ ommaunity Science & Technology
Magazines VP = The Telephone of the Future

Solence & Technology
Vol - Tha Telephona of the Future

Read the article
‘Winte an Ad for either Vionege or Skype. Go io hitpowww. skype.com or

it e vonsoe com and get additonal information abowt what is available 30 you can
imciude that in your Ad. Capture any pictures you want 1o include in your Ad.

Goto the website below to find out about persussive techniques you can use in your Ad.
1 N3

Con (i

What tech niques are you going to use?




. J"\ﬁ“xﬁ‘\iﬂ i“*lf‘)

ﬂ‘ﬁ"m

P22 22222 P2 222

\-\_a
S
E—O

iy

()

Companion Writing Module

English Discoveries: Advanced 3

Correlation Information

1. Advanced 3 corresponds to WIDA Level 5, Bridging
Level 5, students can apply information to new contexts, react to and author multiple

genres and discourses
2. English Discoveries Level: Advanced 3 (Post Intermediate)

3. English Discoveries Obijectives:

Students will be able to use Subjunctives, more Infinitives, and Negation

4. Writing Process Objectives:

Students will plan, write, and revise written discourse.

5. Generic Language Arts Standards

Assignment 1: Write a five-paragraph essay with an introduction, body, and conclusion
Students will be able to write essays with introduction, body, and conclusion.
Students will be able to write informational essays.
Students will be able to acknowledge opposing points of view.

Assignment 2: Write a commercial
Students will be able to find and record primary and/or secondary sources.
Students will be able to write persuasion.

Assignment 3: Write an extended definition
Students will be able to write comparison/contrast.
Students will be able to write information and expressive text.

Assignment 4: Write a formal letter
Students will be able to write formal letters.

Students will be able to support a position or claim with effective arguments.




Advanced 3 - Writing Activities

-

Let's Get Awsay
Instructions to students: Gofo

€D vorsion: Advanced 3 Online version: Advanced 3

The Great Outdoors
A Hature Lover's Vacation AWature Lover's Vacation
Explore Explore

Read A Nature Lover's \Vacaton.
What kand of holiday does Smokey Parker prefer?

Think of your perfect holiday or vacation. What do you like o do?

Your assignment is to wnite a five-paragraph e3say about your perfect holiday or vacation.
Model your esaay on “A Nature-Lover's Vacation®.

Paragraph 1

Start your essay the same way “A Nature-Lover's Vacaton” starts. This is your introducton.

Many people enjoy spending their vacations
bt the re sre countless others who prefer s different kand of holiday. They head for

Develnp tis paragraph with supporting defails

WEEEEEEEEGEEGEEEEEEEEGEGEEEEEGEEEEE

Have a classmate read your essay and make commeants. |5 here anyhing you nesd o

rentse, change, or comect?

Read & dessmsate’s essay and make comments. |5 there anything your dassmate nesds o
rewse’

[Paost your revised essay on the “Intemst Forum”. Read three ofher essays, and read the
comments Made on your egsay.

[

vty Commercial
Instructions to students: Go o

€0 version: Advanced 3 Online version: Advanced 3
Listening

The Great Outdoors
Traval Trawvel

Resd Trawel.
‘Who were the first people to come to Canada ?

WUSEREGEEEEEGEEETEGEEEEEEGEEEEEEEEEE

WEEEEEEEEGEEESEEEEEEGEEEFETEEEEETEE

UESEGEEEEGSCEEEEEEEGGEEEEEEEEEEEEEY

Make your next two paragraphs about what someone can do at the vacation place you
selected.

[T — T 1 1o

heEve & wide vanety of actiities to
choose from. (Deve lop these paragraphs with supporting details.)

Pick & county, other than Canada, with & diverse populstion.
Go to e Internet and find information about the following:
What is the country you seleded?

‘Wio were the first people?

How did they get to the county you picked?

How many years ago did the first people ame?

Describe today's population in the country you picked. (Raoes, ethnicity, religion)

‘Whiat are some of !he natural wonders of the country?

Whiat are some of the big cties of the country?

‘Winte & commercial for the country.
Inciude information about the people and their histary, netursl wonders and big cities.
Your goal is b make people want io vist this country.



You can use pictures from the Intemst.

D P e e s et B I I B BT I B B
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Post your commercial on the “Intemet Forum®. Read at least three other commerdals. Did
amyans else pick Me same country you picked?

3 My Word!
Instructions to students: Goifo

€D version: Advanced 3 Online version: New Advanced 3 {Enrichment)
Ra

Opposition o Urban Renewal

Opposition to Urban Renewal
Explore Explore

SEGEEEUEESEEESEEEGEEGEETEEEEETEY

Read the article.

2

[Paost your definiton on e “Internet Forum”™. Read three otfher definitons.
Do you sgres with others” definitons? Windwhy not?

Check your parsgraphs for any revisions you need to make, and do any necessarny rewnting.

4. After Careful Consideration
Instructions to students: Goto

CD version: Advanced 3 Online vorsion: Advanced 3

Boliove It or Not
Caill-in Calldn
Explora Explors
Read the article.

MNote: Anshze mesns o explors andior examine.

What will be analyzed in this week's "Call-in™?

‘Winte you own analysis of intuiton . Four wel-developed paragraphs will suffice.
Aterwards, post your analysis on the “intemet Forum®. Make comments on other

comments on your analy=a? If so, make fhem.

S g

SEGEEEUEESESESEEEEEESEETEEGEEEEF

A

students’ analyses. Anethers any sdditons or comectons you nesed to make afier reading

USEEEEEEEEEEE$E$EEE§$STEEEEEETE

SUEGEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETEEEETEEEEEEEE

R

In the resding, what is the definition of “gentrification™?
Pick one of the following two words o winle about.

Luury, Dangerous or Hero

“Y'ou are going to wiite thres parsgraphs defining the word you picked. You can use a
dictionary definition if you wish, but you must do mare fhan that You are going to give your
opinion of what the word means, and here is how you will do that.

Give ples - Make - Tell what it is not - Tell whatitis
Use synonyms (wornds that mean e same) - Tell a story about the word

Wittt A A

More Space for Writing




The Companion Series for English Discoveries

Transition to Work Module




Transition to Work Module

Introduction

The Transition to Work module for English Discoveries, authored by Dr. Louisa Rogers, is

designed for students who have completed the 10 proficiency levels of English Discoveries and

are equipped for “Readiness for Work” or “Transition to Work” activities.

According to Dr. Jacquelyn P. Robinson, Community Workforce Development Specialist,

Alabama Cooperative Extension System, job readiness skills can be classified in this way.

Basic Academic Skills Higher-Order Thinking Skills
Reading Learning

Writing Reasoning

Oral Communication Decision Making

Listening Problem Solving

Personal Qualities

Responsibility

Reliability

Honesty

Team Spirit

Good Work Attitude

Appropriate Grooming and Work Behavior

Punctuality

These job readiness skills are appropriate and necessary not only for English Language
Learners, but native speakers as well. Employers are asking that their employees possess

these crucial skills.




The activities available in English Discoveries deal with the following job related competencies.

Reading
Comprehend information

Know how and where to locate information

Writing

Write clearly so others can understand
Summarize information

Take notes

Write letters and reports

Speaking/Oral Communication

Give instructions

Give and support opinions
Engage in group discussions
Engage in group problem solving

Listening
Follow instructions
Engage in group discussions

Engage in group problem solving

Higher Order Thinking Skills

Learn — conduct research and find information

Infer
Predict

Self- assessment

Problem Solving

Make Decisions --weigh “pro’s” and “con’s” or alternatives
Consider consequences

Advance Planning—organization and time management
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Personal Qualities

Responsibility
Reliability

Honesty

Appropriate Grooming
Punctuality

Team Spirit — group work

Job readiness skills or competencies are not discrete units. Therefore, most of the activities
in the Transition to Work Module have been designed to encompass a combination of skills —
much like real-life situations. For example, students will be asked to consider consequences of

decisions/actions and discuss those consequences in a small group.

The Transition to Work Module provides students, both non-native and native, speakers an
opportunity to rehearse and hone their job readiness skills as well as those skills necessary to

keep a job once it has been obtained.

The Student Activities

Students’ written responses will be completed in Adobe Acrobat Reader and saved as pdf

files. Each activity will be numbered and put in the student’s individual folder.

In addition, students will be able to post their completed activities to the “Internet Forum” for
other students to read and comment on. This provides “real” opportunities for almost
immediate feedback and discussion as well as an extended discussion group. The intent is to

create a “community of learners”.

In addition, by utilizing the program’s capacity for speech recognition and recording,
brainstorming and planning can be carried out silently (as an individual process) or in both

oral and aural modalities (as a group process).




§é¢

Teachers can receive the written responses in two ways; first by having students print their

written responses to be turned in as hard copies. The second way is to have students email
the written responses directly to the teacher’s email account. Of course, teachers will be

present for group discussion and oral presentations.

Teachers can approach the activities in two ways. All activities include numerous and varied
job related competencies.
1. Teachers can assign the activities in order. They are not developmental or
sequential. All students working in this module are already proficient in English.

2. Pick and choose. The major competencies addressed are listed before each activity.

Scoring the Activities
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Many of the activities do not have a right or wrong answers. Instead, these activities are
designed for students to “think through” or “process” their answer. In these instances,
students need to be graded on the clarity and thoughtfulness of their written or spoken
response, and/or their ability to work cooperatively in a small or large group. Opinions

should not and cannot be graded.

The thrust of the Transition to Work module is learning to solve problems (individually and/or
collectively) and to communicate clearly. The student’s grade is contingent meeting these

objectives.

In other activities there is a right or wrong answer, for example, locating specific information

or answering specific questions. These can be graded in a more traditional fashion.




Competency-Based Activities

Activity 1

Competencies: Read to find information, follow instructions

Activity 2

Competencies: Read to locate information, summarize facts, write a memo/email, write clearly,
and make decisions, and personal responsibility.

Activity 3

Competencies: Read for understanding, consider consequences, research information, write a
report, group discussion/feedback, and personal reliability

Activity 4

Competencies: Read for comprehension, weigh pro’s and con’s, consider consequences,
group discussion, group decision making, write a report, personal honesty
and responsibility

Activity 5

Competencies: Infer and predict, write a letter or report, read to find information, group decision

) making, oral presentation, group discussion.

Activity 6

Competencies: Conduct research, locate information, group discussion, group decision making,
oral presentation

Activity 7

Competencies: personal qualities: punctuality, group discussion, group problem solving, group

presentation and summarize information.




Activity 8

Competencies: Predict, consider consequences, personal qualities: punctuality and reliability,

group discussion and problem solving, take notes and summarize information.
Activity 9
Competencies: responsibility, reliability, group discussion, summarize information
Activity 10

Competencies: punctuality, responsibility, group discussion, write clearly, weigh alternatives,

advance planning

Activity 11

Competencies: responsibility, write a memo/email, give instructions, consider consequences,

weigh alternatives
— Activity 12

Competencies: advance planning, weigh alternatives, consider consequences, punctuality,

responsibility, reliability, write clearly

Activity 13
) Competencies: Self- assessment, group discussion, group presentation
Activity 14
Competencies:self-assessment, predict, write clearly, group discussion, problem solve
Activity 15
Competencies: write clearly, honesty, problem solving, planning, read to find information
Activity 16

Competencies: appropriate dress and appropriate work behavior, group discussion, write an

email. Write clearly.




Activity 17

Competencies: Know how to locate information, Write clearly, summarize information,

problem solving, group discussion, conduct research, self-assessment,

follow instructions
Activity 18

Competencies: Self-Assessment, conduct research, write clearly
Activity 19

Competencies: locate information, responsibility, reliability, appropriate work behavior, group

discussion, consider consequences
Activity 20
Competencies: follow instructions, find information, summarize, problem solving, team work

Activity 21

Competencies: Read to find information, weigh pros and cons, consider consequences, give

and support an opinion, predict, write clearly, write a memo.
Activity 22
Competencies: consider consequences, appropriate behavior, weigh alternatives, team work

Activity 23

’ Competencies: Appropriate work behavior, consider consequences, group discussion

Activity 24

Competencies: Appropriate work behavior, weigh alternatives, advance planning.

Activity 25

Competencies: read and listen to understand, give instructions, write clearly, responsibility.




Activity 26

Competencies: weigh pro’s and con’s, consider consequences, self-assessment, group

discussion, write clearly.

Activity 27

Competencies: read to understand and find information, write clearly

Activity 28
Competencies: read to find information, think of consequences, weigh pro’s and con’s,

Activity 29
Competencies: read to comprehend information, self-assessment, group discussion, oral

presentation, weigh pro’s and con’s, give and support an opinion.
Activity 30

Competencies: problem solve, think of consequences, group problem solving, group

Activity 31

Competencies: write clearly, problem solving, group discussion
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The Companion Series for English Discoveries

Sample of the

English Across the Curriculum Module

Includes 2 of the 80 available selections
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English Across the Curriculum Module.

The English Across the Curriculum Module is designed to emphasize Academic and Content
Language. The lessons are based on selections from the Magazine section of the English
Discoveries Community Website. Topics include: Science and Technology, the World, the
Environment, Health, Business, Arts and Entertainment, Sports, General Interest and Literature.

New articles are presented each month and are automatically available to all users.

Each lesson is presented in a format that allows the student to complete the activity, save it,
email it to the instructor or print out the completed lesson and provide it as in a hard copy to the

instructor.

Each lesson has three components: Before Reading, Reading and After Reading.

Before Reading
Students are introduced to new vocabulary. A dictionary is available as needed.
Students complete activities that are designed to focus the student on the reading selection

and introduce skills.

Reading
Students read the selection from the website. Each selection is written at a Basic,

Intermediate and Advanced level. A glossary and dictionary are available to the student.

After Reading
Students confirm their understanding of the material by responding to various kinds of
questions and activities. The After Reading activities are designed to focus on higher order

thinking skills. This is accomplished through both multiple choice and open-ended questions.




Hurricanes

Before Reading

=" spiral range surge endanger  extensive
= = = =] =]
destructive forecast ancient sustain retired
[« [« [« =] <]
hurricane typhoon cyclone tropical hieroglyphics
= = = =] =]
vapor clockwise, counterclockwise

Respond to the questions:

1. What is the worst storm you have ever experienced?

2. If you have been in a hurricane or bad storm, describe your experience.
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Hurricanes
Reading

Students will read the selection from the program website.

The words in bold are found in the glossary.

Hurricanes are the most powerful storms on earth, and occur in several parts of the world. In the western
Pacific Ocean, they are called typhoons. When these strong tropical storms form over the Indian
Ocean, they are called cyclones.

While high winds cause a lot of damage, most hurricane damage is caused by the flooding associated
with heavy rains and storm surges. A storm surge is a wall of water several feet high that comes onto
land, endangering both property and lives.

Hurricanes usually form as a group of thunderstorms that gather over warm, tropical ocean waters.
Winds moving in two different directions meet and cause the storm system to spin counterclockwise in
the Northern Hemisphere, and clockwise in the Southern Hemisphere. These storms get additional
energy from the warm water vapor from the oceans. Hurricanes need warm waters for their fuel and will
die out over cold waters or land because they no longer have the energy to sustain them.

Today, hurricanes are named by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) which gives alternating
men’s and women’s names to these powerful storms. The names of storms that cause extensive
damage to life or property are retired. This practice of naming hurricanes is not new. The Mayan
civilization in South America mentioned hurricanes in their hieroglyphics, or ancient writings. In fact, the
word hurricane comes from the name of a old Mayan god, “Hurakan,” who is said to have blown back the
sea to create dry land. Even then, people respected the destructive power of these terrible storms.

Hurricanes are studied in order to get information that will warn people that danger is approaching. If a
hurricane is forecast for your area, be sure to listen to your local television or radio station for essential,
life-saving information.




Hurricanes

After Reading

1. The eye of a hurricane is

20-30 miles wide
400 miles wide

74 miles wide
20-400 miles wide

o o T o®

2. Hurricanes are studied in order to
a. find ways of stopping them
b warn people of approaching danger
c. learn how hurricanes form

d. decide what to name them

3. A hurricane in the Pacific Ocean is called a
a. cyclone
b. hieroglyphic
c. hurricane

d. typhoon

4. A wall of water several feet high that comes onto land is called a
a. cyclone
b. spiral
C. surge

d. typhoon

5. Hurakan is the name of
a. acyclone
b. agod
c. a hurricane

d. asurge




Assessment

Show the direction hurricanes move in the northern hemisphere and the southern hemisphere.
Explain where they start and where they end.

Do you agree or disagree with the statement that hurricanes are more likely to form in Florida

than in New York. Use information from the article to support your answer.

What would be a good way to name your hurricane?




Culture Crash

Before Reading

Vocabulary:

positive rude reserved cultured customary offense
sensitive treat admire refuse offending communicate
overboard southern ambulance manners courtesy hospitality

Students respond

1. What would you be concerned about if you were invited to someone’s home for dinner?

— 2. What might different from the customs of another country? What might be the same?

Simile - a figure of speech that compares two or more things using the words "like" or "as."
3. What is meant by the following statements (simile)

At the “all you can eat” restaurant, John ate like a pig.
Although John is old, he runs around like a puppy.

Her hair shines like the new dawn sun.

As you read, think about similes that would describe the person it the selection.
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Culture Crash

Reading

It's almost thirty years now since Brad Perkins came into our small southern town like an
ambulance on its way to a car crash. At the time, he had no idea that anyone had noticed
him, but of course we had. He was from New York City, a place where manners, values, and
the rules of courtesy were very different from ours. Up north, being direct is something

positive. Down here, it's considered rude.

During the years, Brad never realized that he was offending anyone. We now know that he
never meant to upset others. Once, Dr. Franklin invited Brad for Sunday dinner, not long
after he'd arrived. Although he is actually quite reserved, Dr. Franklin likes to be known
around town as a cultured man. He therefore felt the need to welcome Brad to town and
show him some southern hospitality. Yet that meal caused such a problem for Brad that he
almost had to leave town. Looking back now, | can see that we were the ones who were

being rude, and not Brad Perkins.

There were only six people at dinner, but what he did seemed to have been broadcast all
over town by the next day. And, of course, everyone took offense. Later, Dr. Franklin
agreed that they had gone overboard and had been too sensitive. As a rule, however, it is

not customary for a guest to refuse a second helping in a southerner's home.

Brad Perkins will have been here for thirty years next June. We've come to admire him, and
it's hard to imagine the place without him. We treat him just like one of us, but | guess we've
just gotten used to people from up north. Over the years, we've tried to learn more about
what's considered appropriate in the North. We realize now that they're not rude; they just

communicate differently.




Culture Crash

After Reading

1. What was the problem at dinner?

a. Brad made a mistake by not understanding southern hospitality

b. Brad was from New York
c. people from different cultures shouldn’t visit each other’'s homes
d. Mr. Franklin didn’t invite Brad

2. How did Brad Perkins get treated after he had dinner at Dr. Franklin’s house?
a. like he was rude for eating a second helping
b. like part of the family
c. like he didn’t belong in town

d. like he was going overboard

3. What could have Brad done to make the dinner a success?
a. stayed a home
b. brought a pie to Mr. Franklin’s house

c. taken Mr. Franklin to a local restaurant
d. eaten a second helping when offered

4. A simile is a comparison using like or as. Find an example of a simile in the story.

5. Complete the simile below with your own words:

Living in the Unites States is like




Complete the Venn diagram below with things you can think of that are the same and

different about customs in American homes and home customs in another country.

%

Write a summary of what you entered into your diagram here.

Beyond the Reading

Click on this link and find some more similes.

http://www.rhlschool.com/eng3n25.htm










